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Architect Deborah Berke leads a group on a tour of the Irwin Union Bank building she designed at 707 Creekview
Drive. Deborah Berke & Partners Architects, which also designed the Hope Branch Library, work in institutional, com-
mercial and residential architecture.

By Chrissy Alspaugh
calspaugh@therepublic.com

Police dogs searched three schools Wednesday
to send the message that drugs
are unacceptable.

Between 9 and 10:30 a.m.,
locker areas in Columbus East
and North high
schools and North-
side Middle
School randomly
were searched by
Columbus Police
Department
canines. The
searches yielded
nothing.

The nearly simultaneous
investigations were prompted
by a recent surge in drug activ-
ity, said Larry Perkinson, stu-
dent assistance coordinator for

By Paul Minnis
pminnis@therepublic.com

The president of Columbus Eco-
nomic Development Board and the

director of the city’s Metropolitan
Planning Organization will be
deployed to the
Middle East by
early 2008 with the
National Guard’s
76th Brigade.

Col. Corey Carr,
the CEDB president
and Columbus
Redevelopment Commission member,

will command 3,000 or more of the
brigade expected to participate.

He said the 76th is an infantry
brigade, so he expects its responsibili-
ties to include security or a similar
assignment. He said details would be
settled in a month or two as deploy-
ment draws nearer.

Capt. T. Craig Hawes, a City Coun-
cil member who has vacated his seat
twice to serve in the Mideast, is not

part of the 76th Brigade and will not go
on the mission.

“I have to wonder if people know
what prestigious people live right here
in Columbus,” Hawes said, referring
mainly to Carr, who has climbed to an
important military leadership position.

Lt. Kent Anderson, the MPO direc-
tor, will serve under Carr. Both were
uncertain if interim CEDB and MPO
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“The world is quite right.
It does not have to be consis-
tent.” 

— Charlotte Perkins
Gilman

American economist
1860-1935 

GOOD MORNING!

SEWER OVERFLOW:
Wednesday, sewage waste
mixed with storm runoff
entered the waterways directly
at the Jackson Street and
Maple Grove locations and
might be in the rivers for sever-
al days after the event. Anyone
who swims, wades or ingests
this water might become ill.

LIBRARY WEEK: A blowout
sale (of books) will kick off the
local observance of National
Library Week at Bartholomew
County Library Sunday through
April 21. Through May 19, all
sale and audio books will be
priced at 25 cents. Information:

379-1266.

UNCOMMON CAUSE TICK-
ETS: Tickets for “An Affair to
Remember,” unCommon
Cause’s fundraiser, at 5:30
p.m. April 21 at The Commons
are available through the
Columbus Area Arts Council.
Cost is $125 per person. Infor-
mation: 376-2539 or artsin-
columbus.org.

COLUMBUS ON PBS:
Columbus’ Interfaith Forum will
be the focus of the WFYI show,
“Communities Building Com-
munity” at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday.
Interviewed are Lila Pagni,
Mayor Fred Armstrong and the
Rev. Mark Teike.

LONGABERGER BINGO:
The Columbus East Band
Boosters Club will host a
Longaberger bingo event at 5
p.m. Saturday in the Columbus
East High School cafeteria with
players competing for baskets.
Twenty games cost $20. No
one under 18 is permitted.

LUNCH, STYLE SHOW:
Columbus Area Chamber of
Commerce and the Internation-
al Association of Administrative
Professionals will have a lunch
and style show at 11:30 a.m.
April 24 at The Commons. $15.

Reservations are due Friday.
Information: 379-4457 or
klatham@columbusareacham-
ber.com.

Friday NASCAR fever. Saturday Technology in churches. Sunday Global Perspective.

Connect @ The Republic

Sports, Page B1
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John D. “Dusty” Beatty, 26,
Edinburgh.
Margarete Cyliax, 70,
Columbus.
Kent Daniel McDonald, 44,
Vernon.
Russell Nentrup, 80, North
Vernon.

K-9 searches
at 3 schools 
stress drugs 
unacceptable

By Chris Schilling
cschilling@therepublic.com

Columbus attorney James Michael Kummerer
was arrested Wednesday on three preliminary
felony charges, including dealing cocaine.

He also is accused of conspir-
acy to deal cocaine and posses-
sion of cocaine greater than 3
grams. 

The charges were enhanced
to Class A felonies, because
Kummerer is accused of having
the drugs within 1,000 feet of
Northside Middle School.

He was being held Wednes-
day night on $1.5 million bond at
Bartholomew County Jail.

Kummerer was arrested at
5:01 p.m. in a retail area of
Columbus’ north side, said Lt. Steve Norman of
Columbus Police Department.

The arrest followed an investigation by CPD
narcotics officers. Bartholomew County Sheriff’s
Department assisted in the arrest.

Local lawyer
faces charges 
of dealing drugs

Local leaders to leave for Iraq in ’08
Economic board to lose

Carr, while planning
group to miss Anderson

(See IRAQ on Back Page)

Inside
Tours of duty

to last 15 months
instead of 12.

Page A5

KENT ANDERSONCOREY CARR

(See LAWYER on Back Page)

JAMES MICHAEL
KUMMERER

Inside
Jennings K-9

nets four arrests.
Page A3

Marijuana busts involving 24
indicated need to educators;
investigations yielded nothing

G
oo

d New
sAbout

KIDS

(See SEARCHES on Back Page)

Lessons in architecture

Architect designs 
‘sleek, modern’ bank

By Brittany Hart
bhart@therepublic.com

Renowned architect Deborah Berke
and her partners sketched ideas on a
cocktail napkin as they flew back to
their New York offices from Columbus. 

The simple and modern Irwin Union
Bank emerged from the airborne archi-
tecture session eight months later.

Berke explained her building design
and modernist approach to Columbus
East High School architecture students
Tuesday for the bank’s Creekview
Branch’s grand opening at 707 Creekview
Drive.

Berke refers to the Irwin Union Bank
building as a “simple and bold design.”

The 4,000-square-foot structure holds
its own among superstores and parking
lots. Suspended circular lamps and
recessed fixtures bounce light off the
white walls and the main lobby’s vaulted
ceiling while lit glass roof panels give

the exterior a bold glow.
“It’s a modernist building, but it’s

absolutely inextricably linked to this site
in relation to visibility,” Berke said.

The clean lines and bright lighting of
Eero Saarinen’s downtown Irwin Union
Bank and Trust Co. design carried over
to Berke’s vision for Irwin Union Bank’s
latest building.

In the tradition of great banking halls,

it was important to Irwin Financial
Corp. that the design be representative
of a safe and accepting environment for
a feeling of equivalence among cus-
tomers, Berke said.

“It’s very sleek, very modern, but still
very inviting,” said architect student
Alyse Zook, 16.

The design was used at two other Irwin
Union Bank locations in the U.S., winning
an “Award of Merit” in the Institutional
Category of Interior Design Magazine’s
2006 “Best of Year Awards.”

Deborah Berke & Partners Architects
work in institutional, commercial and
residential architecture.

The firm also designed the Hope
Branch Library. Other designs range
from sleek Calvin Klein store interiors to
the unique exteriors of Yale University’s
School of Art and Theatre and the
Cerulean Estate in the West Indies.

Deborah Berke & Partners
Architects

WHAT: New York-based architectural
and design firm.

DESIGNS: Irwin Union Bank –
Creekview Branch; Hope Branch Library;
21c Museum Hotel, Louisville; Marianne
Boesky Gallery, New York City and more.

ON THE WEB: dberke.com.
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